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INTRODUCTION

This document contains a summary of the voting results on the publication of IECEx Operational Document, OD 521, IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program
Note:  ExMC/977/DV – Publication of IECEx Operational Document, OD 521, IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program.
Chris Agius

IECEx Secretariat
	Address:

Level 33, Australia Square

264 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia


	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 46 28 4690

Fax: +61 2 46 27 5285

e-mail: info@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com


Summary of the voting results Publication of IECEx Operational Document, 
OD 521, IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program (Document ExMC/977/DV)
Circulation Date: 
2015 01 27 
Closing Date:

2015 02 22


Reminders sent:
Yes


	Voting response from ExMC Members

	Member
	Response
	Comments

	(AU) Australia
	Y
	

	(BR) Brazil
	Y
	See Annex A

	(CA) Canada
	Y
	

	(CH) Switzerland
	Y
	

	(CN) China
	Y
	

	(HR) Croatia
	Y
	

	(CZ) Czech Republic
	Y
	

	(DE) Germany
	Y
	

	(DK) Denmark
	NR
	

	(FI) Finland
	Y
	

	(FR) France
	N
	See Annex A 

	(GB) United Kingdom
	Y
	

	(HU) Hungary
	Y
	

	(IL) Israel 
	Y
	

	(IN) India 
	NR
	

	(IT) Italy
	Y
	

	(JP) Japan
	Y
	

	(KR) Korea
	Y
	

	(MY) Malaysia
	Y
	

	(NL) Netherlands
	Y
	

	(NO) Norway
	Y
	

	(NZ) New Zealand
	Y
	

	(PL) Poland
	Y
	

	(RO) Romania
	NR
	

	(RU) Russia
	Y
	

	(SE) Sweden
	Y
	

	(SG) Singapore
	Y
	

	(SI) Slovenia
	Y
	

	(ES) Spain
	NR
	

	(TR) Turkey
	Y
	

	(AE) United Arab Emirates
	Y
	

	(US) United States
	Y
	

	(ZA) South Africa
	Y
	

	
	
	

	Members Voting: 33
	Members in favour: 28
Members against: 1

	
	Final Decision: Approved

Status on: 150222


Vote: Do the members of the IECEx System agree with the publication of IECEx Operational Document, OD 521, IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program?

Vote: Y = In favour 


N = Against


NR = Not returned
ANNEX A
Annex A sets out the comments revived from BR and FR along with the response from the Secretariat.
Secretariat response to BR

BR agreed to the following –

 As there is general agreement to proceed, plus a heavy demand for this service, the secretariat will include as many of the items suggested that do not change the technical nature of the document.  The document will then proceed to publication.  All additional comments will be referred to the ExPCC Committee for consideration of an amendment to the document during their May 2015 Meeting being held in Toronto.
Comment from FR 

The reason for this negative vote is clearly the process which is very heavy for the result. The French position is for a record and not a review process.
Secretariat response to FR
We will include this remark in the items for the next ExPCC WG4 meeting along with those comments received with positive votes.  As this is the only negative vote and that there are also remarks to support the previous proposal for a full certification scheme, the ExPCC recommendation as presented during the Hague meetings, is seen as a compromise between the two which had general support during the Hague meeting. We therefore plan to publish on this basis but of course, ExPCC WG4 will be asked to consider the need for an amendment/revision in light of comments.

Annex A - Status of Secretariat action and comments on Brazilian NC response to ExMC/977/DV 

	MB/NC1
	Line number

(e.g. 17)
	Clause/ Subclause

(e.g. 3.1)
	Paragraph/ Figure/ Table/

(e.g. Table 1)
	Type of comment2
	Comments
	Proposed change
	Observations of the secretariat

	BR 1
	
	
	
	General
	The Brazilian National Committee for the IECEx supports and casts a positive vote to this ExMC 977 DV document, regarding to Ed. 1.0 of IECEx OD 521 - IECEx Recognised Training Provider Program.
	
	Noted

	BR 2
	
	2
	
	Technical
	Reference to IECEx 03 - Certified Service Facilities Scheme - Rules of Procedure, is missing.

For training purposes, IECEx 03 is also applicable
	Include reference to IECEx 03, Certified Service Facilities Scheme - Rules of Procedure.

If this document is unavailable at the present, include, as an option, IECEx 03 A - Guidance for Applications from Service Facilities seeking IECEx Certification, IECEx 03 (which has reference to IECEx 03).
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 3
	
	2
	1st paragraph
	General
	Existing paragraph is (unnecessarily) not aligned with the standard IEC paragraph, regarding Normative references.

The following publications contain provisions, which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of this Operational Document. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were valid. The Ex Management Committee shall decide the timetable for the introduction of revised editions of the publications
	Replace, rephrase or merge the existing paragraph with the “standard” IEC paragraph regarding Normative References, transcript below:

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this Operational Document and are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 4
	
	2
	Normative references
	Technical
	IEC 60079-19 is referred in Subclause 4.1 (Quality Management / Control of monitoring and measuring equipment) of this OD 521. 

According to IEC Rules of Procedures and Directives, all Standards referred in the document text must be include in Clause 2 – Normative References.

Moreover, according to IECEx 05 A and OD 504, Units of Competence are based on IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19.

As stated in those IECEx documents, Unit of Competence Ex 009 is based on IEC 60079-19.

Therefore, TC 31 international Standard IEC 60079-19 should be included in Clause 5 (Rules) as reference standard for any applicable trainings, and as a result be added to this Clause 2.
	Add to Clause 2:

IEC 60079-19, Explosive atmospheres – Part 19: Equipment repair, overhaul and reclamation
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 5
	
	2
	
	Technical
	According to IECEx 05 A and OD 504, Units of Competence are based on IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19.

As stated in those IECEx documents, Unit of Competence Ex 002 is based on IEC 60079-10-1.

Therefore, TC 31 international Standard IEC 60079-10-1 should be included in Clause 5 (Rules) as reference standard for any applicable trainings, and as a result be added to this Clause 2.
	Add to Clause 2:

IEC 60079-10-1, Explosive atmospheres – Part 10-1: Classification of areas - Explosive gas atmospheres
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 6
	
	2
	
	Technical
	According to IECEx 05 A and OD 504, Units of Competence are based on IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19.

As stated in those IECEx documents, Unit of Competence Ex 002 is based on IEC 60079-10-2.

Therefore, TC 31 international Standard IEC 60079-10-2 should be included in Clause 5 (Rules) as reference standard for any applicable trainings, and as a result be added to this Clause 2.
	Add to Clause 2:

IEC 60079-10-2, Explosive atmospheres – Part 10-2: Classification of areas - Explosive gas atmospheres
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 7
	
	2
	
	Technical
	According to IECEx 05 A and OD 504, Units of Competence are based on IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19.

As stated in those IECEx documents, Unit of Competence Ex 003, Ex 006, Ex 007, Ex 008, Ex 009, and Ex 010 are based on IEC 60079-14.

Therefore, TC 31 international Standard IEC 60079-14 should be included in Clause 5 (Rules) as a reference standard for any applicable trainings, and as a result be added to this Clause 2.
	Add to Clause 2:

IEC 60079-14, Explosive atmospheres – Part 14: Electrical installations design, selection and erections
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 8
	
	2
	
	Technical
	According to IECEx 05 A and OD 504, Units of Competence are based on IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19.

As stated in those IECEx documents, Unit of Competence Ex 004, Ex 007, Ex 008, and Ex 010 are based on IEC 60079-17.

Therefore, TC 31 international Standard IEC 60079-17 should be included in Clause 5 (Rules) as a reference standard for any applicable trainings, and as a result be added to this Clause 2.
	Add to Clause 2:

IEC 60079-17, Explosive atmospheres – Part 17: Electrical installations inspection and maintenance
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 9
	
	3
	1st paragraph
	Technical
	Operational Document OD 504 presents 50 terms and definitions on personnel competence. 
Those terms and definitions are also applicable to this Operational Document OD 521.
	Rephrase 1st paragraph to include OD 504:

For the purposes of this document, the terms, definitions and explanatory information given in IECEx OD 504 and the following applies.
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 10
	
	5 (Rules)
	c)
	Technical
	Include IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19 as reference standards for applicable trainings to be performed by a recognised Training Body, since Units of Competence are based on those applicable international standards, as stated in IECEx 05 A and IECEx OD 504.

Reference to IEC 60079-10-1, IEC 60079-10-2, IEC 60079-14, IEC 60079-17, and IEC 60079-19 are missing.
	Include a “NOTE” with the following test:

NOTE  According to Operational Document IECEx OD 503 and OD 504, the Units of Competence are based on IEC 60079 – Parts 10-1, 10-2, 14, 17, and 19. Therefore, it is advisable that the training programs for each Unit of Competence be based, as a minimum, on the requirements set forth in those international standards, once the trainees and candidates will be subjected to knowledge and practical examinations (skill tests) based on those standards, during the personnel assessment and certification process by ExCBs.
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 11
	
	6 (Recognition process) 
	2nd paragraph
	
	Values regarding to application of a RTP are not defined in the current Edition 7.1 of OD 019 (issued on 2014/02/27), available in IECEx Website.

http://www.iecex.com/docs/OD_019_Ed_7.1_Participation_Fees.pdf
	Issue a new edition of OD 019, including applicable fees for application of an IECEx RTP.
	OD 019 Ed 7.1 has been revised and Ed 7.2 is with IECEx Executive for approval to apply prior to ExMC endorsement

	BR 12
	
	6 (Recognition process)
	4th paragraph
	Technical 
	IECEx 03 is missing.

IECEx 03 and the respective Operational Documents (e.g. OD 314-2, OD 314-3, OD 314-4, and OD 314-5) contains direct references to specific Units of Competence applicable for each type of work to be performed in explosive atmospheres, such as design, installation, inspection, maintenance, repair and auditing.
	Include IECEx 03:

Applications for recognition are reviewed for adequacy of information by the IECEx Secretariat and then by a panel appointed by the IECEx ExPCC. This panel will include representatives from the IECEx Assessor Panels for the IECEx 02, IECEx 03, and IECEx 05 Schemes and from ExPCC.
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this.

	BR 13
	
	6 (Recognition process)
	4th paragraph
	Technical 
	Reference to specific Working Group within ExPCC should not be mentioned. 

This is because this information is not directly relevant for Training Providers. 
Furthermore, the existing Working Groups structure of that Committee may be modified in the future (which would require this OD 521 to be revised). 
Moreover, IECEx Secretariat and ExPCC are competent for the decision on the responsible for reviewing the Training Bodies applications, without mentioning specific Working Groups.
	Remove specific references to ExPCC Working Groups 2 and 4.
	ExPCC WG2 and WG4 are mentioned in Section 6, para 4 as a definition of the constitution of the Review Panel – therefore suggest that Proposed Change be rejected.
Note that Section 6, para 4 is the only mention of ExPCC Working Groups in the main body of text of OD 521 Ed 1.0

	BR 14
	Page 11
	Annex A
	1st paragraph
	Editorial
	First paragraph (clause) numbering is missing.
	Include clause numbering identification: A.1
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0


	BR 15
	Page 12
	Annex A
	1st paragraph
	Editorial
	After clause A.1 j), the following paragraph (clause) numbering is missing.
	Include clause numbering identification: A.2
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 16
	Page 12
	Annex A
	Table
	Editorial
	Reference and title for the existing Table on Key Performance Indicators (KPI) are missing.
	Include a reference to Table A.1 in Clause A.2

Additionally applicants are also invited to provide information that training activities meet the following ten internationally recognized Key Performance Indicators (KPI) in support of their declaration, as shown in Table A.1.

Include the TITLE for Table A.1. For example:

Table A.1 - Training activities Key Performance Indicators (KPI)
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 17
	
	Annex B
	
	Editorial
	An introductory and hanging paragraph, below the Annex B title, describing its objectives, is missing.
	Include an introductory and hanging paragraph below the title for Annex B, describing its objectives.

For example: 

This Annex B shows an application review and recognition process flowchart with the basic steps for an Ex Training Body seeking for IECEx recognition.
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 18
	
	Annex B
	
	Editorial
	Title for Figure B.1 is missing
	Include the title for Figure B.1, below the existing flowchart:

For example:

Figure B.1 - Application Review and Recognition Process for an Ex Training Body seeking for IECEx recognition.
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 19
	
	Annex B
	
	Editorial
	Flowchart is painted light blue, which difficult readability.
	Paint flowchart black for the ease of readability.
	Included in IECEx OD521 Edition 1.0

	BR 20
	
	General
	General
	General
	According to this OD 521, ExPCC Working Groups become an executive agent within IECEx structure, instead to keep it as a consultative (advice-giving) agent.

This approach should be reconsidered, in a way to be aligned to current IECEx procedures for reviewing the received documentation, preparing a final report by appointed assessors (or existing accredited Personnel ExCBs, in this specific case), and submission for voting by National Committees.
	Consider a change or an alternative approach for IECEx RTP recognition.

The proposed procedure become the ExPCC Working Groups as an executive agent within IECEx structure, instead to keep it as a consultative (advice-giving) agent.

The alternative procedure could be similar, for example, as the existing procedure for pair accreditation for a new ExCB. 

An applicant Training Body should request its recognition to IECEx, which will indicate an accredited Certification Body for Person (IECEx 05) to review all documentation (instead of ExPCC Panel).
	It is not intended that ExPCC Working Groups become executive agents – refer comments on BR13

Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this initially and if necessary refer the matter to ExPCC with recommendations – noting that this represents a significant change to the concept of the RTPP as presented in OD 521 Ed 1.0

	BR 21
	
	6 and Annex B 
	
	General
	Applications for recognition are reviewed for adequacy of information by the IECEx Secretariat and then by a panel appointed by the IECEx ExPCC.

Accredited Personnel ExCBs or assessors should be appointed by IECEx for reviewing the application documentation submitted by the Training Body seeking for recognition.

The final report of acceptance should be submitted for voting by National Committees.
	Consider a change or an alternative approach for IECEx RTP recognition.

To consider adding to an applicant Training Body recognition process, the submission of the respective final review and decision to endorse for voting by National Committees, in a similar way to current procedures for voting to applicants ExCBs and ExTLs, by pairs, based on the final report prepared by assessors.
	Suggest that ExPCC WG4 consider this initially and if necessary refer the matter to ExPCC with recommendations – noting that this represents a significant change to the concept of the RTPP as presented in OD 521 Ed 1.0
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