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INTRODUCTION

This document contains a summary of the voting results on Mine Safety Technology Centre’s (MSTC) request for an extension of scope to include the Standards listed in Table 1.6 of the report (PDF Document ExMC/967/DV)

Note:  ExMC/967/DV – IECEx Re-Assessment Report for MSTC Mine Safety Technology Centre as well as a Scope Extension to include Standards listed in Table 1.6 of this report.
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	Voting response from ExMC Members

	Member
	Response
	Comments

	(AU) Australia
	Y
	

	(BR) Brazil
	Y
	

	(CA) Canada
	Y
	

	(CH) Switzerland
	Y
	

	(CN) China
	Y
	

	(HR) Croatia
	Y
	

	(CZ) Czech Republic
	Y
	

	(DE) Germany
	Y
	

	(DK) Denmark
	Y
	

	(FI) Finland
	Y
	

	(FR) France
	Y
	

	(GB) United Kingdom
	Y
	

	(HU) Hungary
	Y
	

	(IL) Israel 
	Y
	

	(IN) India 
	NR
	

	(IT) Italy
	Y
	

	(JP) Japan
	Y
	

	(KR) Korea
	Y
	

	(MY) Malaysia
	Y
	

	(NL) Netherlands
	Y
	

	(NO) Norway
	Y
	

	(NZ) New Zealand
	Y
	

	(PL) Poland
	Y
	

	(RO) Romania
	NR
	

	(RU) Russia
	Y
	

	(SE) Sweden
	Y
	

	(SG) Singapore
	Y
	

	(SI) Slovenia
	Y
	

	(ES) Spain
	NR
	

	(TR) Turkey
	Y
	

	(AE) United Arab Emirates
	Y
	

	(US) United States
	Y 
	see Annex A

	(ZA) South Africa
	Y
	

	
	
	

	Members Voting: 33
	Members in favour:30
Members against: 0

	
	Final Decision: Approved

Status on: 2014 12 22


Vote: Do the members of the IECEx System agree with Mine Safety Technology Centre’s (MSTC) request for an extension of scope to include the Standards listed in Table 1.6 of the report (PDF Document ExMC/967/DV)?
Vote: Y = In favour 


N = Against


NR = Not returned
ANNEX A

The U.S. has no choice other than to agree with the IECEx Assessment Team's recommendation for MSTC scope expansion.  At issue is the lack of information in the audit report relative to the scope extension which demonstrates the ExTL has either tested to those standards under the ANZEx system, or that the audit team witnessed testing to the new standards ...or at least some of them, in order to make a qualified decision.   The ExTL is requesting scope expansion for 12 standards but has not issued any certifications involving these new standards under their national or regional schemes in the preceding four years.  With the exception of 60079-11, the ExTL has not issued any ExTRs for the standards already in their scope.   Unknown is whether they still are able to do "d", "p", etc.  Furthermore, gas detection equipment covered by 60079-29-X requires considerably different test equipment and skills from just about every other standard issued by TC 31. The assessment report does not provide the information.  At a minimum, the report should provide an explanation for how these concerns were addressed by the assessment team.  Another concern is that the scope extension covers IEC 61241 standards.  Those standards have been withdrawn.   It is one thing to keep superseded standards in an ExCB's or ExTL's scope until the next re-assessment, but quite another to be adding them. As was discussed at the 2014 IECEx MC, there is a need for a peer assessment advisory group under the Secretariat to review these reports to minimize these issues from reaching Member Bodies. 

Secretariat response

Thank you for the vote returned.  Regarding your remarks I provide the following information:

General Remark:

Given that MSTC are already an accepted ExTL in the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme, the reporting on the scope extension has been prepared in a summary fashion and may not be as detailed as a report showing assessment of candidate ExTL.  Having said that there is additional supporting information with photographs of test equipment and facilities including the detailed “On-Site” assessment report containing 35 pages as used during the independent review by the Secretariat.  Within this site assessment report document, details of tests witnessed/observed and evaluation of test equipment, the test procedures and of course assessment of the knowledge of the testing staff are all detailed.  I do agree a question maybe raised regarding whether or not the detailed site assessment report should also be circulated but then of course a similar question may also be posed as to what assessment are ExMC  Members requested to make when asked to vote on the assessment report?  To date the principle has been to engage the peer assessment process and rely on their assessment, coupled with the independent review by the Secretariat and then present a summary report for ExMC members to consider if they have any knowledge why acceptance should not be granted.
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