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INTRODUCTION

In response to the ExMC Action Item #8 from Calgary 2012 outlined below:

Questionnaire ExMC/717/Q to be revised by the Chairman, Mr Sinclair ExTAG Chairman, Mr Collis (AU) and the IECEx Secretary and then to be reissued along with the request that all Member Bodies participate. 

 1. The questionnaire be revised by the Chairman, Mr Sinclair ExTAG Chairman, Mr Collis (AU) and the IECEx Secretary and then to be re-issued along with the request that all Member Bodies participate.

2. The secretariat to actively pursue responses from All Member Bodies
the following report and recommendation for ExMC consideration is provided to the 2013 ExMC Fortaleza meeting.
IECEx Secretariat
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In response to the discussions at the Calgary 2013 ExMC meeting (refer Item 8.4 of ExMC/819A/RM and Action #8) a revised Questionnaire (ExMC/717A/Q) was prepared and circulated to Member Bodies on 9th April 2013.
The following report on the analysis of the responses received from 15 of 30 Member Bodies was discussed by ExMC WG1 in Buxton (June 2013). As WG1members felt that they did not have clear or sufficient results to support a recommendation to the ExMC that the Secretariat, WG1 requested that the Secretariat seek responses from the Member Bodies that did not participate to date.  
ExMC/717A/Q was circulated again on 26th June 2013.  As of 6th August 2013 no additional responses had been received.
The results of an analysis of responses received follows:
Use of Manufacturer Test Data for IECEx Certification

Questionnaire Version 2 – Conclusions

· Member Body responses were SPLIT on whether legislators or regulators in their country allow the results of tests against the requirements of IEC Ex standards to be accepted by your national testing & certification agencies for issuing national or regional certification if the tests have NOT been witnessed (either in full or partially) by an IECEx ExTL’s or ExCB’s staff.  [Q1]  

· Member Body responses were SPLIT on whether national regulations in their country allow their national testing & certification agencies to accept IECEx Test Reports issued by ExCBs in other countries on the basis of manufacturer data or using test results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing for issuing IECEx Equipment Certificates of Conformity. [Q2] 

· The MAJORITY of Member Bodies responded that national regulations in their country DO NOT recognize / accept an IECEx Equipment Certificate of Conformity issued by an ExCB in another country on the basis of manufacturer data or using test results from ‘un-witnessed’ testing. [Q3] 

· The MAJORITY of Member Bodies responded that legislators or regulators in their country DO NOT restrict the list of IEC Ex standards or the list of tests from IEC Ex standards that can be used for ‘un-witnessed’ testing to support the issue of national or regional certification BUT only a few Member Bodies were able to provide lists of IEC Ex Standards or tests from IEC Ex standards that are allowed to be used for ‘un-witnessed’ testing in member countries to support the issue of national or regional certification. 











[Q4] & [Q5]

· Member Body responses to Question 6 regarding the details of legal or regulatory framework controls that require national testing & certification agencies to perform supervision / auditing and to declare responsibility for ‘un-witnessed’ tests used in support of the issue of national or regional certification varied considerably.

· Member Body responses were SPLIT on support for a restriction that prevents any ExTL / ExCB in any IECEx member country accepting ‘un-witnessed’ test results or manufacturer data. Of those that DO NOT support such a restriction, the MAJORITY supported the revision of IECEx Rules of Procedure and Operational Documents to provide facilities for National Differences for ‘participating countries’ to enable the acceptance of ‘un-witnessed’ test results or manufacturer data. 

[Q7] & [Q8]

· The MAJORITY of Member Bodies supported the view that rules or procedures allowing manufacturer data or ‘un- witnessed’ test results need to be subject to the “… same rigor as testing conducted at an ExTL” (refer IECEx OD 024, Clause 1.4) AND should be able to provide the same type of information as required by IECEx 02,  Annex C. [Q9]
· The above conclusions are similar to those that could be concluded from the results [Ref: ExMC/781/R] of first survey on this issue  [Ref: ExMC/717/Q]

In view of the above it is concluded that:

1.  there is not unanimous support for the acceptance of the results of ‘un-witnessed testing” or ‘manufacturer data’ under the current IECEx System as defined by the Rules of Procedure

2.  the provisions and requirements of IECEx OD–024 have not been shown to be generally unacceptable, inadequate or excessive however it is not clear how these can be improved to the satisfaction of all Member Bodies (Noting the suggestion from discussions at Calgary 2012 ExMC meeting that “… IECEx should allow the OD 024 to mature prior to any real significant changes.”)

3.  it appears that while OD 024 calls for testing to be undertaken with the same rigor as by ExTLs, unless the same rigor in assessing the competence and capabilities of manufacturers test facilities, as applied to ExTLs, can be demonstrated, then wide scale acceptance of unwitnessed tests may not be possible.

and it is therefore recommended that the ExMC endorse the continued use of OD 024 to manage the use of off-site and witnessed testing in circumstances that necessitate testing be conducted at a facility other than an ExTL (refer OD 024, Clause 1.1) 
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