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	Question: Consider the following scenario:

· An original equipment manufacturer (OEM) produces Ex equipment that incorporates an Ex component supplied by another manufacturer.

· This supplier-provided Ex component utilizes a type of protection that the OEM does not design or produce themselves.

· The OEM relies on this supplier-provided Ex device when utilizing this type of protection in the design or production of their own Ex equipment.

For such a scenario, how should the Audit checklist and Quality assessment report document the quality assessment relating to this supplier-provided Ex component and its type of protection?
Note: A common example of such supplier-provided Ex components include flameproof enclosures. 

Answer: In the Audit checklist, there are a number of Clauses relating to suppliers (e.g. 5.4.2, 7.4.1, 7.4.2 and 7.4.3, including clauses in Annexes A and B).  During the audit, all of the applicable Clauses relating to suppliers need to be considered and addressed, as appropriate.  Regarding Annex A specifically, for each type of protection clause that is applicable to the supplier-provided Ex component, there shall be:

· an indication of “Not applicable”; and

· a comment indicating that the type of protection aspect of the supplier-provided Ex component is not designed or produced by the OEM themselves, and instead is solely provided by the supplier.

In the Quality assessment report, on the first page where the Types of protection are itemized, the box for the type of protection that solely involves a supplier-provided Ex component is to be checked.  Then, under the section addressing “Documentation Review and Assessment of Implementation“, all of the applicable Clauses relating to suppliers need to be considered and addressed, as appropriate.  Regarding Annex A specifically, for each type of protection clause that is applicable to the supplier-provided Ex component, there shall be:

· an indication of “Not applicable”; and

· a comment indicating that the type of protection aspect of the supplier-provided Ex component is not designed or produced by the OEM themselves, and instead is solely provided by the supplier.

Note: The above answer is also applicable whether the supplier-provided device is Ex equipment or an Ex component.
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