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IECEx ExMC WG2: Technical Guidance Documents
Report from Steve Bentham, WG2 Convenor

1. Task
The task of IECEx WG2 is to review the Technical Guidance Documents (TGDs) used in the assessment of ExTLs and ExCBs. At the IECEx WG2 meetings held in Split 2011, it was agreed by the members that the main purpose of these documents is to assist assessors when assessing the technical capability of a body to carry out the work, as defined in the scope of the assessment.

At the working group meeting in Split, it was confirmed that as there have been no updates or additions to current TGDs since mid 2008, it is necessary to update all the current documents in line with the updating of the standards to which they relate.
The working group made the decision that the priority was to agree on a format and then update the three main protection methods first, then the others would follow.

2.  Working Group Members
The following people are members of WG2:
Steve Bentham Trade & Investment NSW, Convenor
David Adams, QPS Evaluation Services Inc.
Jim Munro, Intl Compliance
Theo Pijpker, DEKRA 

Ron Sinclair, Baseefa
Dr Thorsten Arnhold, Stahl 
Ralph Wigg, E-x Solutions International Pty Ltd
Ron Webb, FM approvals (new member 2011 at Split)
John Allen Sulzer Dowding & Mills (new member 2011 at Split)

No members of WG2 resigned during the year, and, at this stage there are no new members.
3.
Work Schedule for 2011-2012
The work schedule set at the WG meeting held in Split was ambitious. The convenor reports that the targets set were not all met, however a new format and the population of new documents is progressing.

4.
Work Completed 2011-2012
An e-mail survey was sent out to assessors requesting input into what they would like the format of the TGD to be. The only responses received were from assessors within the WG.

The convenor has circulated to the WG members the proposed format as it was felt by some assessors that the current TGD contained useful information. However, if several kinds of protection techniques were to be assessed, the assessor would need to spend more time at the site than allocated, and most of the time would be spent at a desk top level. 

An outcome of the Split WG meetings was to develop a new format that assessors could use. The WG chose to develop the Ex ‘d’ document first then each of the other techniques could use the same template. 
This new format has been agreed to by the WG members and the TGD is currently being drafted into the new format which will then be circulated to the WG for further discussion in Calgary. A WG meeting has been arranged for 4 September 2012 in Calgary.

At the Split working group meeting, the name TGD was discussed. A proposal is to be put to the Ex MC, which is contained in this report, for consideration at the Calgary meeting. The WG considers that the name TGD needs to be considered in the future as to whether it reflects the purpose of the document.

The WG recommends that the existing separate TGDs be presented as a package, possibly with the name Technical Capability Records. These would be in Word format. The format will draw on the format already being used by many assessors to document the capability of bodies under assessment with information and photos with each relevant standard. 

A big advantage of the above approach is that the testing section can be derived directly from the relevant blank ExTR, reducing the amount of work involved to update the package to latest standards and provide a consistent approach.

However, it would also draw on existing TGDs to highlight the type of information that would be covered to assess the competency of staff. The format for recording this information would be more free field format than in current TGDs to permit data to be collected in various ways rather than a formalised Q&A session. 

The package would have a cover sheet and then a series of annexures covering each of the relevant standards.

It is proposed that there be two packages as follows:
· For IECEx 02, the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme, the annexures would cover all current editions of equipment standards that can be included in an ExCB/ExTL’s scope.
· For IECEx 03, the IECEx Certified Service Facilities Scheme, initially the only annexure would be for IEC 60079-19 but when other aspects of the scheme are added, other standards can be addressed. For example, as requested by the USNC in ExMC/765/Inf, annexures could be added for IEC 60079-14 and -17 once the scheme has been expanded to cover these standards.

It is possible that the TCR packages could become living documents that would be updated at re-assessment, scope change or major change in testing facilities.

5.
Proposals for ExMC Meeting Calgary 
Members of the working group who are assessors of CB & TLs have put forward the proposal for consideration by the ExMC in Calgary.
· That the name Technical Guidance Document (TGD) be changed to Technical Capability Document (TCD)
	Reason for changes of the name 
	Concerns 


	The WG sees the name TCD better represents the nature and purpose of the documents used by assessors when assessing the capability of the CBs or TLs.
	The term TGD has become well known outside the immediate circles of ExMC to the point that some of the Accreditation Bodies, eg SANAS of South Africa are using them.



	The WG will look at incorporating the name of TGD under the new TCD name. This will allow others to use the new format and have the same meaning within their current system
	

	A new format be used that incorporates all protection techniques 


	


6.
 Request made of WG2

WG2 Convenor received a request from the IECEx Secretariat in July made by the USNC:
· The USNC/IECEx requests the ExMC task ExMCWG2, Development of Technical Guidance Documents (TGD), and ExMCWG10, Repair and Overhaul, to work in conjunction on TGD 60079-14, -17 and -19.

This will be put to WG2 meeting at Calgary

There is currently a TGD for 60079-19, however this document needs to be updated.

For parts 60079-14, 60079-17 these are new activities that are currently being integrated into the IECEx Certified Services Scheme, through the work of ExMC WG10, based on ExMC decisions from 2008, 2009 and 2010 which confirmed the need to integrate these activities into the services scheme.
The WG2 convenor notes that the USNC request and in noting that TGD for 60079-19 is available, it will look at scheduling a review.

Regarding TGD for -14 and -17, WG2 has agreed to include these on their work program, noting that inclusion of these standards in the IECEx Certified Services Scheme is at an early stage.

To expedite these new documents the convenor would like to propose to the USNC that they supply or nominate a person who could look at updating the current part 19 to the new format document and provide a first draft to parts 14 and 17. This would speed up the review process.

7.
Future meetings

A meeting has been scheduled for the working group 7am Tuesday 4 September 2012 in Calgary.

8.
Thanks
The convenor would like to thank the members of WG2 for the work they have done over the year. 
Steve Bentham
Convenor IECEx WG2
3 August 2012
Work Plan from Split 2011 completion
	Actions 
	Tasks

	Action 1
	Steve Bentham to advise IECEx Secretary, Chris Aguis that he will be receiving nominations from the UK in support of 2 new WG members

Steve Bentham also to advise of resignation by 2 members from the working group

Steve Bentham to advise Christine Kane of membership of WG2 for the membership listing to be updated

Completed

	Action 2
	Ron Webb and Jim Munro are to review the current TGD for IEC 60079.1 (Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres part 1: Flameproof enclosure “d”) to formulate the format by 31st October 2011. This will then be circulated for agreement as the agreed format for future documents to be developed.
The format is developed and agreed to by the working group. A proposal has been made to the IEC MC Calgary for a name change to TGD to TCD 

	Action 3
	Thierry Houeix will review and update TGD associated with Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres Part 11: Intrinsic Safety “i”. He will use the format established by Ron and Jim once completed. It is intended to have this completed by 1 January 2012
Outstanding due to format not being completed 

	Action 4
	Jim Munro will review and update TGD associated with Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres Part 7: Increased Safety “e” by 1st January 2012
Outstanding due to format not being completed

	Action 5
	Ralph Wigg will review and update TGD associated with Part 0: (Electrical apparatus for explosive gas atmospheres General Requirements) by 1st January 2012
Outstanding due to format not being completed

	Action 6
	John Allen will review and update TGD associated with service facility part 19 by 1st January 2012
Outstanding due to format not being completed

	Action 7


	David Adams will review and update TGD associated with part 2 ‘p’ by 1st January 2012
Outstanding due to format not being completed

	Action 8 
	Steve Bentham to circulate minutes and provide report to ExMC
Completed 
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