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	Background:  Questions have been raised on how Ex Components certified to older editions of standards should be treated when being incorporated within Equipment that is the subject of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity application
Question: How is equipment to be handled by ExCBs and ExTLs which includes Components certified to older editions of standards?
Answer:
The following points of principle shall be taken into consideration:
a) The IECEx System can rely on the information contained within Standards to identify changes between editions.
b) IECEx requires that QA audits of manufacturers identify CoCs that are to old editions of standards and bring this to the attention of the manufacturers, as an observation.

c) Products having Components certified to older editions of Standards may be used within Equipment being certified to current editions, with the ExTL/ExCB evaluating any differences between the old and current Standard, as per current practice, with explanations given in the ExTR.

d) That CoCs and ExTRs identify which editions of Standards are used, including those used for Components.
In order to achieve uniformity of application of these principles, the following a) or b) shall be observed:
a) Ideally, all incorporated Components shall be certified to the same edition of the standard as the equipment.

b) It is recognised that this is not always possible, in which case the following applies:

i. A Component certified to an earlier edition of the standard can be accepted provided that either a study of the differences between the standards shows that none applies to the particular Component, or the ExCB/ExTL re-evaluates the Component against the clauses where there is an applicable technical difference.  (Re-evaluation will require that the ExCB/ExTL has access to the original ExTR for the component.)

ii. The record of the assessment of the differences or of the re-evaluation shall be given in the ExTR of the equipment.

iii. The Component Certificate Number shall be listed in the CoC, along with the edition of the standards referenced and a statement such as “No applicable Technical Differences” or “Technical Differences evaluated and found satisfactory – for detail see ExTR”.  Older editions of standards need only be identified adjacent to the relevant Component Certificate Number,
iv.       The relevant technical differences are those listed in the foreword of the IEC Standard.  Where the differences are not listed, the ExCB/ExTL shall state what differences have been taken into account and any reference for such a list.  Note that the European Commission publishes such lists on its ATEX web site in the form of an ExNB Clarification Sheet referencing older editions of EN standards based on IEC standards which cover editions prior to IEC providing such information.

The ExNB Clarification sheet may be accessed at http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/mechanical/files/atex/nb/exnb-10-388-cs_en.pdf
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