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	Question: 

Clause 5.2 of IEC 60079-26:2014 introduces two tests for Partition Walls in accordance with 4.1.3.

The first test is a thermal endurance test followed by a pressure test.  This should not pose a problem for any laboratory with the pressure testing equipment required for IEC 60079-1.  In the event that the required pressure is in excess of the laboratory’s capability, the test should be capable of being performed at the manufacturer’s location under an OD 024 agreement.

The second test applies only to partition walls subject to constant vibrational stress, but the stated test appears to be a whole life test, rather than an accelerated test, using the words: the specified vibrational endurance limit (cycles) shall be verified at the maximum amplitude and at the specified temperature limits.

Is this intended to be a whole life test, which would normally be impractical to be performed by an ExTL, or can an alternative accelerated test be substituted?  If so, what?

Answer:
It is not practical for an ExTL to perform a whole life test.  Either the ExTL must satisfy themselves that existing whole life data provided by the manufacturer is reliable, or they must agree an accelerated test procedure with the manufacturer.
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