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	Title: Brazing and welding of flameproof enclosures.
Background:  Some flameproof enclosures are made from multiple pieces that have been welded together, due to size.  Some enclosures are made from multiple pieces that have been brazed together, for the same reason.

Although neither IEC 60079-0 nor IEC 60079-1 defines welding or brazing, both practices are generally understood.  IEC 60079-1 does have some provisions for welding (16.2 in Ed. 6, 16.2 and 16.3 in Ed. 7).

There is some doubt as to whether an enclosure that is formed by brazing constitutes a “welded enclosure”, or if brazing makes an enclosure with a cemented joint.  The primary argument for considering a brazed connection a cemented joint is that it uses other than native material (e.g., other than steel), creating an alloy of two other metals that completely fills the gap between the two pieces being brazed.

The definition of flameproof joint in 3.3 does not lead to a clear answer, as both welded and brazed joining of enclosure parts would meet the definition of a flameproof joint.
Question 1:  Is an enclosure section made up by welding pieces together considered a single enclosure section, or two sections with a flameproof joint?

Question 2:  Is an enclosure section made up by brazing pieces together considered a single enclosure section, or two sections with a flameproof joint?

Answer: 

Question 1:  A welded enclosure section is a single section, subject to the applicable type tests and routine tests.

Question 2:  A brazed enclosure section is a single section, subject to the applicable type tests and routine tests.
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