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Introduction


This document sets out a report from the IECEx Secretariat regarding introduction of the new IECEx On-Line Bulletin, for presenting at the 2023 IECEx Edinburgh meeting.




Kind regards

IECEx Secretariat


	Address:
Level 33, Australia Square
264 George Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Australia
	Contact Details:
Tel: +61 2 4628 4690
Fax: +61 2 4627 5285
e-mail:info@iecex.com
http://www.iecex.com






BACKGROUND

As per clause 12.3 of the IECEx 02 Rules of Procedure, the IECEx is to maintain an IECEx Bulletin to provide a listing of national differences for the Standards operated by the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme.  Traditionally the IECEx Bulletin has been published as a static document, requiring revised editions to be collated and published.

Previously, the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC, requested the IECEx Secretariat to develop an on-line system that can be readily accessed and updated by IECEx members, in similar manner that is provided for the IECEE.

For the 2023 ExMC Edinburgh meeting, the Secretariat will be in a position to present the new IECEx On-Line Bulletin. 

The objective of the IECEx On-line Bulletin is to provide a list of National Differences (ND), by country and by Standard, that are current and easily accessible to its members, promoting consistency and harmonization in the implementation of relevant Standards operated by the IECEx. The new IECEx On-line Bulletin enables regular updates, making the IECEx On-line Bulletin dynamic rather than a static document, ensuring it remains relevant and current over time for its members. 


Status and Implementation

With work conducted to date, it is planned that the IECEx On-Line Bulletin will be ready to go live during 4th Quarter 2023, taking into account discussions from the Edinburgh meeting and a brief trial period. A presentation on the IECEx On-Line Bulletin will be given during the September 2023 annual ExMC Edinburgh meeting.

The IECEx On-Line Bulletin will be accessible via the IECEx Website by all IECEx Member Bodies (MB), ExCBs and ExTLs which will be password protected.  The administrative rights to post MBs national differences will be assigned to the MBs or their delegate.  It will be responsibility of the MB to ensure the national differences by Standard and edition are uploaded and made current on the IECEx On-line Bulletin.  

The IECEx Secretariat requests the assistance from MBs to support the implementation of the new IECEx On-line Bulletin and agree to the actions listed in (ExMC/1967/RM, this report). 


NOTE:

Generally there are three types of differences between the IEC Standard and the corresponding National Standard. These are best described as follows:

1	where a requirement contained in the IEC Standard DOES NOT exist in the corresponding National Standard.

2	where a requirement contained in the National Standard DOES NOT exist in the corresponding IEC Standard. 

3	where requirements contained in the IEC standard are varied by the corresponding National Standard.


Action required for Implementation

The new IECEx On-line Bulletin has been designed to be intuitive and easy to update by the IECEx MB or delegate.  The access to the national differences by Standard and by Countries, has been well laid out in a matrix making access to the national differences easy and efficient.  OD 211 is being developed and will be presented at the 2023 Edinburgh meeting as a guide on how information can be accessed, and how approved administrators can input and manage the national differences using the interface tools of the IECEx On-line Bulletin.  A video tutorial will also be developed to assist Members.

· Member Bodies (MB) will be requested to provide their primary contact or delegate (name & email address) to the IECEx Secretariat, info@iecex.com, by October 13th, 2023. The Secretariat will then set up the designated contact (may include a designated IECEx Certification Body within their country) with administrative access to the new IECEx On-line Bulletin as per OD 211.  
· It will be the responsibly of the MB, or delegate, to keep their country national differences current on the IECEx On-Line Bulletin.   
· The MB agree that the ND will be made available to all Member Bodies, ExCBs and ExTLs, but not directly to manufacturers, or end users. Manufacturers or end users seeking information from the IECEx On-Line Bulletin shall contact ExCBs concerning information regarding National Differences. 

Should you require any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact Geoff Slater from the IECEx Secretariat at Geoff.Slater@iecex.com 
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