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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION (IEC) SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Title:  Adding IEC 62990-1   Workplace atmospheres – Part 1: Gas detectors – Performance requirements of detectors for toxic gases to the IECEx Scope of ExCBs and ExTLs.
Circulated to: ExTAG – IECEx Testing and Assessment Group

INTRODUCTION

Following publication of new IEC TC 31 Standard, IEC 62990-1 in June 2019, the IECEx Secretariat started to receive requests from ExCBs and ExTLs to add this new standard within their IECEx scope.

In order to determine the level of assessment required to process such scope extensions, the Secretariat consulted the IECEx Executive (as defined in IECEx 01-S) and following various communications the IECEx Executive resolved that the arrangements detailed in this document shall apply.

This document is issued for the information ExTAG Members and is also listed for discussion during the 2019 ExTAG Dubai meeting.
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Processing applications for scope extension to include IEC 62990-1
The following arrangements shall apply, taking into consideration scopes that include Flammable Gas Detector Standards, IEC 60079-29:


1.      For ExCBs and ExTLs with IEC 60079-29-1 already within their scope:
a) ExCBs and ExTLs are required to complete the usual IECEx Declaration Form, ExMC/251B/Q, which bodies obtain from https://www.iecex.com/publications/application-forms/  as all ExCBs/ExTLs are required to complete this declaration even when updating to the next edition of standards
b) For an ExTL, they shall also provide information to the Secretariat identifying the ExTL’s Testing and Assessment experts nominated for IEC 62990-1, along with supporting evidence (eg detailed CV, evidence of participation in the development of IEC 62990-1 etc).  This information will be forwarded to the Convener of ExAG who will arrange for a decision from ExAG that:
i. sufficient evidence of the ExTL’s persons competence has been provided; or
ii. additional evidence is required, which may include the need for a technical interview etc; or
iii. that the scope extension can only proceed following a site assessment visit of the ExTL
On the basis of a successful outcome of i) and ii) the new standard IEC 62990-1 will be included in the scope by the Secretariat and become part of the next assessment (eg surveillance, mid-term or re-assessment) of the ExCB/ExTL during which they will be required to complete the TCD (once developed by ExMC WG2)

Where a site assessment visit is required due to iii) the Secretariat shall arrange this in the normal manner.

2.      For ExCBs and ExTLs without IEC 60079-29-1 in their scope:  

A site visit shall be organized as usual according to OD 003-2
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