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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

IECEx Mark Committee MEETING

Confirmed Minutes of the IECEx Mark Committee 5th meeting, held in Paris, 
Wednesday 6 June 2012; at

TOTAL Head Office
2, place Jean Millier

La Défense 6

92400 Courbevoie
Paris
Confirmed Minutes
Following circulation of the draft minutes of the IECEx Mark Committee Meeting, (ExMarkCo/35/R), we note with appreciation comments from various Members supporting the minutes for confirmation.  

Included with the supporting comments were some very minor editorial changes which have been included in these confirmed minutes.

	Members Attending the meeting:

	Name
	Country
	Organisation
	Interest Represented

	Tim Duffy -  Chairman
	US
	Rockwell
	IECEx Executive

	Siegfried Moesch
	DE
	TUV SUD
	Certification

	Jacques Lavaud
	FR
	Total
	End User

	John Allen
Kees van Es
	UK
NL
	Dowding&Mills
Dekra
	Certified Service
Certification

	Kerry McManama – IECEx Chairman
	US
	UL
	IECEx Executive

	Alexander Zalogin – IECEx Vice Chairman
	RU
	CCVE
	IECEx Executive

	Heinz Berger – IECEx Treasurer
	CH
	Certiconsult
	IECEx Executive

	Ron Sinclair – ExTAG Chairman
	GB
	Baseefa
	IECEx Executive

	Michel Brenon – ExTAG Secretary
	FR
	LCIE
	IECEx Executive

	Ralph Wigg – ExPCC Chairman
	AU
	Ex Solutions
	IECEx Executive

	Chris Agius – Executive Secretary
	CO
	IECEx
	IECEx Executive

	Wal Robson – IECEx Secretariat
 Philippe Vernière
	CO
FR
	IECEx
Total
	IECEx Executive
Observer

	
	
	
	

	Apologies Received from Members not Attending the meeting:

	Halim Hafiz
	MY
	Petronas
	End User

	David Chirdon
	US
	MSHA
	Regulator

	Uwe Klausmeyer – Imd. Past Chairman
	DE
	PTB
	IECEx Executive

	Risto Sulonen
	FI
	VTT
	Certification

	Theo Pijpker
	NL
	Dekra
	Certification


1
OPENING OF THE MEETING (Start 09:30)

Mr Tim Duffy, ExMarkCo Chairman opened the meeting welcoming members. He thanked members for their attendance. He especially thanked Jacques Lavaud and TOTAL for providing the meeting facilities.
Members introduced themselves.
Apologies were noted

2
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The Chairman advised that he had two new items to be added to the Agenda.
Decision 2012/01: The meeting approved the agenda, noting the addition of the following:

1. The acceptance of Alternatives at meeting

2. Confidentiality Agreements
3 REPORT ON LAST MEETING

Document for Noting ExMarkCo/33A/R
Members reviewed the Action Items from the Report of the last meeting and noted the following outcomes:
3.1 Publication of revised OD 22 (Agenda Item 3.2 of last meeting)

Members noted that this had been completed.

3.2 Confidentiality Agreements (Agenda Item 4 of last meeting)
Members noted that this would be discussed under Agenda Item 17.1 at this meeting.
3.3 Use of IECEx Logo (Agenda Item 4 of last meeting)
Members noted that document IECEx 01B, Guidance for the use of the IECEX Logo, had been published and would be further discussed under Agenda item 9 at this meeting.
4 CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMITTEE 
Note the membership of the ExMarkCo and its terms of reference as per IECEx 01 Basic Rules

Document for Noting ExMarkCo/01H/inf 
To also note the ExMarkCo dedicated webpage on the IECEx site at http://www.iecex.com/exmarkco.htm 

The Chairman drew Members attention to the constitution as displayed on the IECEx website 
The Secretary advised that Document ExMarkCo/01H/inf had been prepared showing the latest changers.

The Chairman then noted the remaining vacancies on ExMarkCo and asked Members to seek representatives to fill these positions as shown below:

. 
	No. of vacancies to be filled
	Group represented

	2
	Manufacturers

	2
	Regulatory interests

	1
	Users


The Chairman asked if there was a need to document in the Basic Rules the table showing the Constitution of the Committee.
Chris Agius advised that the situation may be adequately covered by the reference in the Rules to Membership as approved by ExMC. Noting that any change to the Rules required approval from CAB.

Members agreed that the present situation was adequate.

The Chairman expressed the opinion that because of the nature of the information made available to Members during their consideration of applications from ExCBs to issue Conformity Mark Licenses and other matters related to their work on the Committee there may be a need for members to sign confidentiality agreements.

Members endorsed this opinion and request the Secretary to seek guidance from the IEC Central Office in drafting an agreement.

Also this matter should be referred to the Executive meeting for further consideration. 

Decision 2011/02: The Members agreed that Confidentiality Agreements should be signed and the Secretariat seek guidance from IEC Central Office in drafting a suitable agreement. 
Action item: Secretariat to seek guidance from the IEC Central office in drafting a Confidentiality Agreement. Also present a proposal to ExMC that they may apply to other IECEx Schemes.
5 NOTE ExCB APPLICATION PROCESS:

Members noted that the changes to newly published edition of OD 22 clarified the ExCB application process. Also the changes were highlighted in OD 22 by a red marginal bar.
6 LIST OF CURRENTLY AUTHORISED ExCBs OD 001 
on-line 
http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/OD001.asp (member’s area)

http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/bodies3.asp?id=5 (Public area)

Members noted the current list of ExCBs endorsed to issue IECEx Mark Licenses,
Australia 
TestSafe, SIMTARS
Finland 
VTT

France  
LCIE, INERIS
Germany 
TUV SUD PS, PTB
Hungary 
BKI

Netherlands                 DEKRA

Norway 
NEMKO

United Kingdom
Baseefa, ITS, SIRA

USA                             UL

Members further noted that Agreements with VTT, BKI and TUV SUD had been renewed following the initial 3 year period.

7 LIST OF CANDIDATE ExCBs and STATUS

Members noted there were no ExCBs seeking a license agreement with IEC to issue IECEx Mark Licenses at this time. 
8
IECEx CONFORMITY MARK SCHEME DOCUMENTS FOR NOTING:

· IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System 

· OD 022 Ed 2.0 – Rules and Procedures for the granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD 023 V1 – Terms and Conditions for use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· IECEx Guide – IECEx 04A – Guidance for making applications for an use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 
· IECEx OD 011-4 Ed.1.2 - Guidance on Use of the IECEx Internet based “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System (Part 4: Creating IECEx Conformity Mark Licenses) 
· IECEx 01B guide to use of the IECEx Logo
Members noted that all these documents were available on the IECEx Website.
The Secretary further informed of the Table of ODs located at http://www.iecex.com/operational.htm    
9 ITEM REFERRED FROM ExMC MEETING IN SPLIT. Action Item 18

Proposal from US National committee.

Members noted that the USNC/IECEx believes that the IECEx should allow a manufacturer wanting the IECEx Mark on their product (i.e., Unit Verification, OD 033) and the logo on their marketing literature to be able to have that visual presence in the marketplace as currently provided to Equipment, OD 009.  We would therefore propose that IECEx Conformity Mark Committee (ExMarkCo) consider the use of the IECEx Conformity Mark to manufacturers receiving IECEx Unit Verification Certificates issued under IECEx OD 033-2010, IECEx Operations Manual – IECEx Unit Verification Certificates.  

Ron Sinclair said that the Unit Verification process did not require ongoing monitoring process because a QAR was not issued. However the issue of a license to use the Mark on the product requires ongoing surveillance. The absence of ongoing surveillance maybe an issue.

Ralph Wigg expressed an opinion that a manufacturer who does not want to have a quality program may resubmit on an individual bases for a small run of products. A Unit Verification certificate requires the use of a serial number and therefore any Conformity Mark associated with a Unit verification should require the use of a serial number.

The Chairman said that there does not seem to be any major obstacle to the use of the Conformity Mark with a Unit Verification product provided there are rules in place to carefully monitor the use of the Conformity Mark. However if we wish to change the present situation there may be a need to seek an opinion from IEC Central Office.
Ron Sinclair advised that this option would need to be carefully reviewed to determine if there are any problems. 

Siegfried Moesch felt a license should not be issued unless there was full knowledge of the future use of the Conformity Mark and that there was ongoing surveillance.

Decision 2012/03: Members agreed that there should be complete review of the Rules to determine if this could be accommodated, with the Secretary to work with the Chairman to see if some general guidance could be developed and the possible preparation of changes to F01 for a simplified QAR to enable use of the IECEx Mark associated with Unit Verification Certification. 
Action item: Secretary to work with Chairman to determine if some general guidance could be developed. Also the Secretariat to refer this matter to IEC Central Office and include this item in the report to ExMC.
10 USE OF IECEx LOGO

Members noted the publication of IECEx 01B, Guidance for the use of the IECEx Logo.
Heinz Berger noted that the title of the document only refers to the Logo but the document contains information on the Conformity Mark.
The Chairman said this document could be revised to remove the references to the Conformity Mark which could be included in publication 04A.
Decision 2012/04: Members agreed to report to the ExMC the revisions of Publications 01B and 04A are under way and that ExMarkCo is seeking comment prior to beginning these revisions.
Action item: Secretariat to include this item in the report to ExMC.
11 INQUIRY FROM DEKRA CERTIFICATION B.V.

Use of IECEx Logo
Members noted that DEKRA Certification BV are now an ExCB for IECEx 05 and as such use Koninklijke PBNA B.V. for the examinations under Unit 001. Based on a positive result of the exam, PBNA (not DEKRA) issue a Diploma to the candidate as evidence that they have passed the exam. PBNA would like to include the IECEx Logo on the diploma. According to the IECEx Guide for the use of the Logo and the Mark, clause 3.2, DEKRA ask for permission for PBNA to use the Logo on their diploma.

Ralph Wigg advised that there were some questions within the ExPCC about the use of the Logo and Conformity Mark by other organisations such as training bodies. This had been discussed a number of times and it has been agreed not to introduce the use of the Conformity Mark within the ExPCC Scheme.
The Chairman said that any requests for the use of the Conformity Mark should be referred back to ExMarkCo for consideration and then referral to ExMC.
Ralph Wigg said the use of the Conformity Mark is not on the agenda within the ExPCC. The use of the IECEx Logo is clearly stated in the rules. This item, with regards to the use of the logo by a training organisation was considered within the ExPCC and it was agreed that it should not be used.

Kees van Es said Document 01B, Clause 3.3, allows for the Logo to be used by ExCBs on training and promotional material. DEKRA has a contract with Koninklijke PBNA BV to conduct examinations within the ExPCC program. These examination results are sent back to DEKRA for marking. Koninklijke PBNA BV would now like to issue diploma containing the IECEx Logo to the candidate.

Ralph Wigg advised this was not accepted within the ExPCC. 
Chris Agius advised that there has been some discussion within ExPCC how to recognise training organisations. This has been referred to WG1 within ExPCC for further consideration.
Ralph Wigg said that in the particular matter under consideration, the ExCB only contracts the training body to conduct the examination. Such as body should have no right to issue a document containing an IECEx Logo.

Kees van Es felt consideration should be given to the situation where a body which is under contract with an ExCB can issue a document containing the IECEx Logo.
Members agreed that at this stage the request from DEKRA for the issuing of a document containing g the IECEx logo at the end of the knowledge test could not be supported.
Decision 2012/05: Members agreed that this matter with regards to an organisation under contract with an ExCB issuing a document containing the IECEx Logo should be referred to ExPCC WG1 for further consideration.
Action item: Secretariat to advise DEKRA.
12
Surveillance of Mark License System


Document for consideration ExMC/687/CD, UK Proposal

Action Item 17 (ExMC/723A/RM), Split ExMC meeting.
Members noted a proposal from the UK National Committee concerning surveillance of the Mark license system had been referred to WG 5, for initial consideration, in consultation with the Chairman of ExMarkCo. ExMarkCo is to consider this proposal in light of any proposal from WG5. (WG 5 meeting was held in Paris 4 June 2012).
Members further noted that at WG 5 it was agreed that a draft revision of QAR Form F 001 should be prepared by a WG 5 Task Force and agreed that ExMarkCo should await the outcome of this work.
13
REVISION TO IECEx QUALITY ASSESSMENT REPORT FORM 
(F-001) 


Members noted that In accordance with 2.2 of IECEx OD 022, an ExCB shall ensure that the intended holder of the IECEx Conformity Mark License (i.e. the Licensee) is able to control the application, use and display of the IECEx Conformity Mark. This shall also be verified at subsequent audits.  
Members further noted that at WG 5 it was agreed that a draft revision of QAR Form F 001 should be prepared by a WG 5 Task Force and agreed that ExMarkCo should await the outcome of this work. 

14
CAB ISSUES CONCERNING MARK 

Secretary to report on CAB Issues relating to misuse of the IECEx Mark and Logo.

Chris Agius reminded the meeting of a CAB requirement for IECEx to monitor the use of the Mark and Logo to inform CAB of any misuses where the IEC brand maybe compromised and informed the meeting of CAB/1006/R as a report from IECEx to the Melbourne 2011 Meeting of CAB.

15 PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES
Members noted the various promotional items listed under IECEx website “News Releases at http://www.iecex.com/news_releases.htm 
The Chairman suggested Members may have a short discussion on how an increased market demand for the Conformity mark could be generated. 
Kerry McManama suggested that rather than this committee putting a lot of effort into this topic it could be referred to the ExMC WG13 for consideration during their discussion on Promotion and Marketing during the revision of the Business Plan. He was of the opinion that it would be best if one group considered all Promotion and Marketing rather than spreading it across all the Committees and Working groups.
The Chairman said there may be the possibility for the ExMarkCo to develop some “handouts” which could be sent to potential customers. This could be suggested to ExMC for referral to WG13.
He further suggested there may be possibility to have a link or indication on those CoCs that are linked to an existing Conformity Mark.

Members agreed that the Secretariat should investigate the possible indication on a CoC that is linked to a Conformity Mark.

Decision 2012/06: Members agreed that the following two issues should be referred to ExMC-

a) the display of the Conformity Mark on a CoC linked to a Conformity mark; and

b) should there be no fee for the up-issue of a CoC to show the link to the Conformity Mark.
Action item: Secretariat to include this item in the report to ExMC. Also Secretariat to discuss with the IEC IT department.
16 MISSUSE OF IECEx MARK AND LOGO – Report from Secretariat 
Follow up on any cases of misuse of IECEx mark or Logo

Chris Agius informed the meeting that where matters are brought to the attention of the Secretariat that these are investigated and the ExMarkCo Chairman and IECEx Chairman informed, giving examples of a brochure displaying the IECEx logo where the company was informed and measures taken to correct this
The meeting further noted the value of new Guide IECEx 01B as useful in this regard.   

17 OTHER BUSINESS
17.1 Confidentiality Agreements

Chris Agius advised that during review of Applications to participate in the work of IECEx and the preparation and review of assessment reports there is much discussion on sensitive information which must stay within the Committee. He advised that he had prepared a draft Confidentiality Agreement form.
Decision 2012/07: Members agreed that Confidentiality Agreement form should be sent, with a covering letter, to members for signing.

Action item: Secretariat to include this item in the report to ExMC. Also Secretariat to send the Confidentiality Agreement form, with a covering letter, to Members for signing.

17.2 Alternative delegates to meetings

The Chairman asked the question, “Is there a need to identify Alternatives Members by name or could this be handled on an ad hoc basis?”
Kerry McManama said if Alternatives were accepted on an ad hoc basis it would allow more people to attend meetings and gain an understanding of the work of the committee and its processes. However any Alternatives would need to sign the Confidentiality Agreement.
The Chairman asked what would happen in a situation where all nominated Alternatives as well as the member wished to attend the meeting.

Ron Sinclair suggested that this matter could be referred to the Executive and the ExMC for further consideration as it would apply to other Committees.

Decision 2012/08: Members agreed that this matter could be handled on an Ad Hoc basis until it had been discussed by the Executive.
Action item: Secretariat to include this item on the agenda for the next Executive meeting.
18 NEXT MEETING To consider the date and time for the next meeting,
Members agreed that the next meeting should be held about this time next year in conjunction with the same Groups as this series of meetings (e.g. ExPCC, WG1 & 5, WG 4, WG 13 and Executive). 
19 CLOSE OF MEEETING
Chairman thanked TOTAL for proving the facilities for the meeting. He also thanked Members for their valuable contribution and declared the meeting closed at 2.30 pm.[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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