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INTRODUCTION

This document, ExTAG/569/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Thermal endurance tests of large enclosures has been prepared by Laboratorio Oficial Jose María de Madariaga, LOM, ES, and is issued for consideration by ExTAG.

In accordance with OD 035 this document is issued for a six week comment period. 

Please submit comments on this new Draft DS using the comments table, a separate document, by –

2019 09 06
to

Christine Kane
Julien Gauthier

ExTAG Secretary
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Level 33 Australia Square

264 George Street 

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
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TC 31 (MT 60079-0)

	Background:
When enclosures are subjected to thermal endurance cycles and they are very tight, depressions occur inside. If the enclosures are relatively large, it can result in deformations of the walls that can lead to abnormal defects of the gaskets.

When this event occurs in the industry, the enclosures are provided with breathing devices.
Either an empty enclosure or an enclosure equipped with cable entries should be tested under the most onerous conditions (clause 26.2 in both editions of IEC 60079-0). This involves closing any type of hole tightly, either the cable entries or holes for further tests such as IP or pressure tests.

Question: 
Should the enclosure be subjected to thermal endurance tests without additional holes?
Answer: 
Yes. 
In case of being necessary to install breathing devices to be able to overcome the tests the certificate shall bear a special condition of installation.
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