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TITLE:  Compilation of comments and observations on ExTAG/450/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Cable transit or entry devices according to IEC 60079-0
INTRODUCTION

Draft Decision Sheet, ExTAG/450/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Cable transit or entry devices according to IEC 60079-0 was prepared by Mr. Peter Thurnherr, member of the IECEx Executive,  in consultation with  IEC TC31 (WG22, MT60079-31 and MT60079-14)

This document contains the compilation of comments received on ExTAG/450/CD with observations.

As a result of comments received and considered Decision Sheet ExTAG DS 2017/001 has now been published.

As usual please inform the Secretariat immediately of any omissions or errors at
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ExCB/

ExTL
	Clause/ Sub-clause
	Paragraph Figure/

Table
	Type of

comment

General/

technical/

editorial
	COMMENTS
	Proposed change
	Observation

(to be completed by the originator)

	CML
GB
	
	
	
	CML can accept this without commenting.

	
	Noted

	CNEx

NL
	
	
	
	We have no comments on ExTAG/450/CD.
	
	Noted

	DEKRA Certification B.V.

NL
	
	
	G
	We agree with ExTAG/450/CD. 
	None.
	Noted

	Ex-A

HR
	
	
	
	Ex-Agencija agrees with proposed text in decision sheet ExTAG/450/CD
	
	Noted

	FMG
US

	
	
	
	FMG supports the DS as drafted.
	
	Noted

	FTZU

CZ
	
	
	
	FTZU has no comment on ExTAG/450/CD.


	
	Noted

	IMQ S.p.A.

 (IT)


	all
	
	
	None 
IMQ agree to the proposed TAG DS
	
	Noted

	ITL

IL
	
	
	
	ExTAG decision is acceptable
	
	Noted

	Kiwa Nederland B.V. Unit ExVision
	
	
	Ge
	Kiwa ExVision supports the draft DS
	
	Noted

	NEPSI

CN


	
	
	
	We support the draft decision sheet ExTAG/450/CD

	
	Noted

	SIMTARS

AU
	
	
	
	SIMTARS has no comments on this document.

	
	Noted

	SP

SE
	
	
	
	SP supports the draft decision

	
	Noted

	TestSafe

AU


	Cl. 16 and Annex A of IEC 60079-0

	
	
	TestSafe support proposal
	
	Noted

	UL

US
	
	
	
	UL-USA supports ExTAG/450/CD.
	
	Noted

	Comments

	FME

GB
	
	
	
	FME supports the question and answer as drafted, but feel that by only listing IEC 60079-0, IEC 60079-31 and IEC 60079-14 in the ‘Background’ there is an implication that these are the only standards impacted by this clarification. Other standards affected would include 60079-1 and 60079-15. The next edition of 60079-15 is being prepared for FDIS so any change might be considered to be technical and cause it to fail the NC ballot.


	Add to the Background;

‘Although not included in the discussions during the IEC TC31 meetings in Sydney, other affected product standards would include IEC 60079-1 and IEC 60079-15.’
	Accepted, IEC 60079-1 and IEC 60079-15 shall be included

	LCIE

FR
	
	
	Technical
	The DS should be dedicated specifically to “cable transit device” and not mentioned “similar entry device” which may introduce unconsistency of undertsantding. The next edition of IEC 60079-0 (31_1262e_CDV) does not include requirements for “similar entry device” but only for “cable transit device”

Other “similar device” if not defined in current IEC 60079-0 shall not be certified according to this standard.
	“Do all cable transit devices or similar entry devices need …” 

to be replaced by 

“Do cable transit devices need…”
“have to be applied to all cable transit devices or similar entry devices, where…”

to be replaced by

 “have to be applied to cable transit devices, where…”


	Accepted in principle; similar deleted in Q and A

	NANIO CCVE (ExCB and ExTL)

RU
	
	
	General
	We support ExTAG/450/CD without any comments.
IEC 60079-0:2011 include the requirements to cable transit devices:

The requirements of Annex A apply also to cable transit devices which maybe certified as either equipment or as Ex component. 

But these  requirements are not clearly-worded, and it is not mentioned in the title of the annex. 

The title of annex A shall be also changed: Supplementary requirements for cable glands and cable transit devices 
	
	Noted; Comment will be sent to Convenor of IEC TC 31 WG22

	TIIS
JP
	
	
	G/T
	We basically agree with Answer, subject to resolution of some issues below. 
	See comments below
	Accepted in principal, IEC 60079-0 is the basic standard for all type of protection.
Additional requirements as proposed is given in the Standard IEC 60079-1 “Equipment protection by flameproof enclosure d”.

Comment will be sent to Convenor of IEC TC 31 MT60079-1

	TIIS – Continued

It is Ed.6 of IEC 60079- 0 that first addressed cable transits in the standards. If the IECEx secretariat concludes that cable transits can be used  in the same ways as cable glands for all types of protection, it should be stipulated (perhaps in ExTAG) with the specific structures, considering the following points. 

In IEC60079-1(Ed. 6 & 7) there is no clear statement that cable transits are included in the scope, and this allows the interpretation that cable transits do not necessarily have to be considered for type “d”. 

As well-know, the main material of cable transits is elastomer. Elastomers are usable for Seal rings and cemented joints of Ex Cable gland, but not suitable for Ex enclosures. When a cable transit is used for an Ex enclosure, the enclosure got to have an elastomeric wall which is not small. Even when elastomer blocks of cable transits are adjacent with flame path joints on the enclosure, the elastomeric wall becomes larger. In this case, it is not clear what method should be applied to evaluate the depth length of the joint surface. Therefore, it should be avoided to use cable transits for Type ”d” of EPL Gb. 

As far as Type “d”, the requirements for cable entry devices cover cable glands, but not cover cable transits, we think. Accordingly, it is still doubtful to use cable transits in the same way as cable glands. If the IECEx secretariat thinks it is not doubtful, the above-mentioned evaluation method should be specified.  

As such, when the IECEx secretariat concludes that cable transits are applicable to all types of protection in the same way as cable glands, the stipulation of the fact, clarification of the problem of elastomeric walls, and specification of evaluation method need to be provided. When these are resolved, we agree with the Answer.  

Examples of cable transits are shown in the pictures below. We propose to show some pictures or figures of the main topic. It will help members make appropriate comments. 
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