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INTRODUCTION

This document is a compilation of comments, as well as observations from the originator,
on ExTAG/336A/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Clarification on the use of IEC 60079-14 within IECEx Certificates of Conformity

A revised document taking into account these comments and observations ExTAG/336B/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Clarification on the use of IEC 60079-14 within IECEx Certificates of Conformity, has been circulated for a final approval period.
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	Member Body
	Clause/ Sub-clause
	Paragraph Figure/ Table
	Type of 

comment 

General/

technical/

editorial
	COMMENTS
	Proposed change
	Observation

	KIWA
NL

	
	
	General
	Kiwa supports the DS without comments.


	
	Support Noted and appreciated

	NANIO/

CCVE

RU
	
	
	General
	The DS may be accepted and the standard IEC 60079-14 may be used in the specified cases but only temporarily till the appropriate standard is developed by TC31 in

accordance with Decision 2014/51taken at the ExMC Meetings in The Hague in September 2014 :

Decision 2014/51

The Meeting accepted a

suggestion that IEC TC31 be

formally requested to prepare a

standard in the IEC 60079 series for use in the certification of assemblies. Noting that ExTAG is

considering a draft Decision Sheet on this matter.


	
	Support Noted and appreciated.

It is planned that once finalised and published a formal request from IECEx will be submitted to TC 31 with the DS to demonstrate the importance of this topic.

	NEPSI
CN


	
	
	G
	NEPSI approves the draft DS.

	
	Support Noted and appreciated

	UL

US
	
	
	General
	As an additional formatting question:  Normally, Decision Sheets are in a Question and Answer format.  This one does not contain a question and an answer, but is that required?  If that is a requirement for Decision Sheets, it should be revised accordingly.  

	
	While note a neccisity, however it is a good practise so the following question has been added to the draft
QUESTION:  What are the requirements that must be fulfilled both by an ExCB and the Certification process, when incorporating relevant requirements of IEC 60079-14 into the IECEx Certificate of Conformity process?



	UL
US
	
	Requirement #1
	Technical
	Regarding Requirement #1, it is unclear how a CoC could be issued for only IEC 60079-0, with no specific type of protection standard identified.

It should be indicated that the CoC needs to include references to the standards for all specific types of protection incorporated in the assembly, just like is done today for equipment involving multiple types of protection, with the applicable ExTR and QAR documentation support as well.

	Add the red text:

“….As a minimum, an IECEx CoC covering Ex Assemblies must show compliance with the General Requirements Standard, IEC 60079-0, along with references to the standards for other incorporated type(s) of protection.”


	It is intended that the equipment description or an attachment to the CoC will detail the items included as part of the overall assembly, noting that there may well be items covered by a current and valid certificate that is to an older edition more than 1 previous edition and would raise problems trying to bring parts of the assembly up to latest standards when they are readily sold on the market with certification to the Older editions.

Suggest to keep the current text.

 

	UL

US
	
	Requirement #2
	Editorial
	Regarding Requirement #2, it will drive consistency to provide guidance on where within the ExTR to include this information.


	Add the red text:

“The “General Product Information” field of the ExTR supporting the IECEx CoC must clearly explain and detail the rationale….”

	Agree

	UL

US

	
	Requirement #3
	Editorial
	Regarding Requirement #3, there should be an indication of the CoC field where the IEC 60079-14 details are specified, since IEC 60079-14 will not be added to the dropdown list of standards.  


	Add the red text:

An IECEx CoC that includes reference to IEC 60079-14 shall state either within the “Equipment” field of the IECEx CoC, or as an attachment to the IECEx CoC….”

	Agree

	CML
GB
	
	Requirement #4
	Editorial
	Change requirement 4, which is restrictive for CB’s and TL’s with limited scope
	Only ExCBs that have the appropriate Ex protection techniques….that are employed by the assembly included in their scope

	

	Intertek 
USA (member USNC/
IECEx)


	
	Fundamental requirement 
No. 4
	Technical
	It is not at all clear why an Ex CB shall have ALL of the 5 major methods of protection in its recognized scope in order to mention IEC 60079-14 on the certificate.  It would make more sense to require that the Ex CB have the methods of protection actually used for the equipment in its scope.  

	“Only Ex CBs that have all of the following Ex protection techniques that are used on the equipment in their scope …”
	While this is a valid point.  It has been raised during ExTAG discussion that there is a general feeling that an ExCB should have competence with the main protection techniques in order to appreciate the interconnections and likely variations that may be encountered with assemblies. We should slo note that currently there are 39 of the 49 current ExCBs in the equipment scheme that satisfy this requirement, so there should not be a major problem in accessing ExCBs by the manufacturers.

At this point in time, and given previous discussions it is recommended to retain the current text and re-consider in the future based on experience in applying this DS.



	LCIE

FR


	Requirement No. 4
	
	General
	typing mistake for intrinsic safety
	Change “Intrinsic safety Ex ‘I’ “ by “Intrinsic safety Ex ‘i’”
	Noted and agreed

	LCIE

FR
	
	
	Technical
	The content of the assembly should be clearly identifiable with the CoC
	Add a recommendation No 7 :

“Items of Ex equipment that comprise the Ex assembly (except accessories such as cable entries, plugs or drainer) are to be listed within the IECEx CoC or as an attachment to the IECEx CoC with reference to the associated CoC number”

	Agree


	LCIE

FR
	
	
	technical
	Add recommendations regarding the expected marking
	Add a recommendation No 8 :

“The IECEx CoC shall mention a global marking including the symbol “Ex” and any important information regarding the safe use of the assembly, in addition to other mandatory requirements of the standard IEC 60079-0. 

For example : 


Ex IIC T4 Gb

Tamb : -20°C to +85°C”


	Agree
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