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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Circulated to: ExTAG – IECEx Testing and Assessment Group

TITLE: Compilation of comments on ExTAG/370/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Software dependent semiconductor components
INTRODUCTION

This document is a compilation of comments and observations received on ExTAG/370/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Software dependent semiconductor components and has been prepared by the originator, UL LLC. 

Minor comments received have been taken into account in finalising the draft for publication as DS 2015/007.
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	Member Body


	Clause/ Sub-clause
	Paragraph Figure/ Table
	Type of

comment

General/

technical/

editorial
	COMMENTS
	Proposed change
	Observation

(to be completed by the originator)

	CESI

(IT)

	
	
	GE
	CESI fully supports this decision sheet.
Software dependent components used as protective components in either active voltage or active current limiting circuits is not suitable and therefore this would be outside the scope of the standards IEC 60079-11. 
	Release this ExTAG DS
	Noted

	CML

GB


	
	
	
	Agree with this DS
	None
	Noted

	DEKRA Certification B.V.

NL
	
	
	G
	We agree with this decision sheet.


	
	Noted

	FME
(GB)

	
	
	
	We agree with the decision as drafted.
	
	Noted

	FMG

(US)


	
	
	ge
	FMG supports this DS as proposed.
	
	Noted

	KIWA Nederland B.V. (unit ExVision)

NL
	
	
	G
	We agree with this decision sheet.


	
	Noted

	NANIO

CCVE

RU
	
	
	General
	We support ExTAG/370/CD without any comments.

	
	Noted

	NEPSI
CN
	
	
	G
	We support the draft decision sheet ExTAG/370/CD

	
	Noted

	QPS

CA
	
	
	Technica
	The term Software should also be extended to include Firmware in either the text or the definition
	Replace “software” with “software or firmware”

Or include note:

Note: software includes embedded software such as firmware
	Agree.  A clarification has been added

	SIRIM

MY
	
	
	
	Kindly be informed that we do not have any comment on the document. 
	
	

	TUR
DE
	7.5
	
	Technical
	It needs to be considered what “software dependent” means.

In case that this is referring to software, that is ex-safety relevant, we agree with the proposed answer.

In case of software, implemented by the component manufacturer, that can be used by the user in defined borders, this situation is acceptable, if the voltage/current limiters are realized in “hardware” and complying with cl 7.1 and are assessed accordingly. 
Beyond that the software therewith can be programmed by the user and does not have ex-safety related functionality (e.g. ASIC types).


	Insert this detailed description / clarification in the ExTAG.
	The proposed addition is outside the scope of the subject DS that was voted on by ExTAG.  It is suggested that a separate DS be created on the subject of user-controllable software outside the ex-safety-related functionality.   

	UL

US
	
	
	
	UL-USA supports each of these 3 Decision Sheets.
	
	Noted


Page 1 of 4

[image: image1.png]