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ExTAG/280/CD

December 2012

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

TITLE:  Request for information from IECEx ExTLs relating to “Temperature Testing under Dust Layers”
Circulated to: ExTAG – IECEx Testing and Assessment Group
INTRODUCTION

This document is issued for a 4 week period at the request of the ExTAG Chairman. It is a request for information, on Temperature Testing under Dust Layers, prior to creating a draft Decision Sheet.

Please submit comments/ information by -

2013 01 15 to

Christine Kane
On behalf of Mr. Sinclair

Ron Sinclair 

ExTAG Chairman

	Address:

IECEx Secretariat 

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel:  +61 2 8206 6940

Fax: +61 2 8206 6272

E-mail: chris.agius@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com

	ExTAG Secretary

Mr Michel Brenon/LCIE

Tel:  +33 1 40 95 5519
Fax: +33 1 40 95 5520

e-mail
michel.brenon@lcie.fr



Request for information, prior to creating a draft Decision Sheet.
Temperature Testing under Dust Layers

Following a series of tests at Baseefa and the submission of a report to MT 60079-31, the latest draft revision has reduced the dust layer for “ta” temperature rise tests from 500 mm to 200 mm.

Coupled with this, Baseefa cautioned that the normal rules for determining the end point of the test could not be applied as, in our experience, equipment could continue to rise slowly for several days.  In our opinion, correctly determining the end point was much more important than the actual amount of dust involved, once there was a reasonable quantity.
Because we are not directly represented on the MT, we did not notice until reading the FDIS text that the end point criterion has been set at 1K per hour.

Our experience, from the tests done to justify making the test more manageable in terms of the dust quantity, is that you might still get a further 10K to 20K rise after hitting 1K per hour.

Therefore, since it is too late to change the text in the FDIS, we are contemplating the need for an ExTAG Decision Sheet in order to clarify the situation.

We will be grateful if other ExTLs can provide us with information on their experience of performing this test, to help us decide the best way to format the draft decision sheet.
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