[image: image1.png]1EC | Ecex
s




 ExTAG/385/CD

July 2015 

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION (IEC) SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)
Circulated to: ExTAG – IECEx Testing and Assessment Group 

TITLE: Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Manufacturer’s Instructions
INTRODUCTION

Following on from discussions at both the 2014 Meeting in the Hague and 2015 Toronto Operational Meetings, the IECEx Secretariat has prepared this draft Decisions sheet to address the previous DE concerns regarding reference to manufacturer’s instructions.

This draft DS is listed for consideration during the 2015 ExTAG Christchurch meeting.
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	Question
DE Concerns regarding the updating of manufacturer’s instructions were discussed during the 2014 ExMC agreed to adopt ExMC WG1 recommendation 5 to prepare an ExTAG Decision Sheet to address the issue of handling updating of manufacturer’s instructions without the need for up issuing the related CoC.

Therefore, this DS provides guidance on an acceptable method for maintaining up to date manufacturer’s instructions relating to Ex equipment covered by an IECEx CoC.
Answer

The manufacturer shall create a separate instruction (document A) that summarises all the Ex-safety relevant items, that are required by IEC 60079-0, clause 30, which is to be referenced in the CoC.
The remaining items of the instructions, such as general information, handling, programming, shall remain in separate part (document B) that is referenced by document A and separated from the Ex-relevant part.

This approach leads to the following benefits:

- The manufacturer can update the non-ex relevant part (document B) of the instruction without or with minor involvement of the ExTL / ExCB.

- It is not necessary to update the CoC in these  minor cases.

- The ex-safety related items can be easily to found and to read.
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